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DATE: January 1, 2010

FROM: Glenn Lauper, Deputy Fire Chief

TO:  Business Owners, Property Managers, Tenants and other having charge or control of buildings.

RE: Letter of Introduction to the Fire Department Safety Inspections Program

The Coeur d’Alene Fire Department is conducting Safety Inspections by on-duty firefighters of all commercial property within the CITY OF COEUR D ALENE. The fire department is requesting your permission to enter your property for this inspection. The purpose of the Engine Company Inspections Program is to:

· Identify and correct conditions hazardous to life, property or the public welfare;
· Establish a pre-fire plan for your building to assist your fire department by acquainting them with building construction, fire protection features and access;
· Provide a reasonable level of awareness of life safety threats from fire and explosions from the storage, use and handling of materials or devices in structures or premises;
· Confirm annual maintenance of fire service features including kitchen hoods, fire suppression and fire alarm systems;
· Protect the environment from accidental releases, fire and explosions of hazardous materials or substances; 

· Create an inventory list of premise uses/occupancies and identify a responsible person to contact for the property.
The authority and responsibility to conduct fire safety inspections are granted to Idaho State certified fire code officials from city code section 15.05 and section 104 of the International Fire Code ( 2006 IFC ). There is no charge for this service.
The time it will take to complete the on-site inspection process will depend on the size of the building. Typically an inspection will take around 20-30 minutes of your time. You are encouraged to accompany the fire code official throughout the building if you are available. Fire code officials will remain available to answer any questions you might have. An anonymous customer service survey will be randomly distributed for your comments and vital feedback about this program.
The fire department will present the occupant or owner granting permission for the inspection a copy of the inspection report and if required schedule a re-inspection of the property. Either the owner or occupant will be responsible for making the noted corrections. 
A copy of the fire safety inspection form is available on our website for preview. This form is a one page document condensed down from the most recent edition of adopted codes consistent with nationally recognized good practices which is intended to address any potentially dangerous conditions discovered in new and existing structures and premises. 
If you have any question regarding this fire inspection process please give one of the fire department inspectors a call at 208-769-2340 Monday-Friday from 7AM-5PM or leave a message with contact information and someone will return your call if they are out of the office.

For additional information please visit our web site at www.cdafire.org 
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